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tures of the Negroes, are connected 
with want of intellect. The Negroes 
have been always slaves, and there 
is no instance of their better shaped 
neighbours being subject to the 
Negroes. 

T» tht Pnfrtttart t/tit Belftut Magatixt. 

Gentlemen, 
D EING on a visit to a friend some 
^ some days ago in the neighbour- 
hood of Bangor, I was induced to 
examine the improvements which 
Mr. Ward is making at the quay of 
that town. I was much pleased to 
find that that gentleman intends 
having a bason formed at the back 
of the present pier, by excavating 
the rocks in such a manner that it 
will always be six feet deep at low 
water. The situation will be so fa- 
vourable as to admit vessels by every 
wind that blows, except it should 
blow a storm from the south, and 
that they can get out of Bangor with 
all winds, except a strong gale from 
the north or north-east ; yet any 
vessel that can carry a two-reefed 
mainsail can, even with those winds, 
get out. This will certainly be use- 
ful to the shipping of Belfast, 
which in storms might otherwise be 
obliged to slip their cables and run 
out to sea ; but by this improvement 
they can run into the Bangor bason 
alid there lie safe. 

In order to accomplish this highly 
important object, a temporary dyke 
has been formed, composed of stones 
and brushwood, at a very considera- 
ble expense. The dyke it is in- 
tended should keep the tide out un- 
til the rocks are removed by blowing 
or quarrying thein. This dyke, 
though yet unfinished, I understand 
has already cost about j£SOO, and 
has been done at the expeuce of 
the gentleman alluded to, who 
has not yet received any assistance 
whatever fr«m the government, 



which certainly reflects great honour 
on the patriotism and public spirit 
of Mr. Ward. 

This undertaking in which the 
mercantile interest of the town of 
Belfast, as also the safety of vessels 
in the coal trade is deeply involved, 
will be attended witha vast expense, 
and being so much of a public con- 
cern, I have been astonished that no 
public notice has has been taken of 
it, and that the government have 
not in a public manner been applied 
to, to render some assistance towards 
carrying it into eflect. 

Having some conversation with 
persons experienced in sea affairs, 
I understand tbat the improvement 
in the Bangor harbour will render 
it a very fit place for the packets 
to sail to and from, between Scotland 
and Ireland. I have been most con- 
fidently assured that it would have 
a great advantage over Donaghadee, 
inasmuch that the packet-boats might 
never have to lie in shoal water, and 
that they could come in and go out 
at any time of tide, which is by no 
means the case at Donaghadee ; nor 
is there any danger that they could 
by any wind be locked up in Ban- 
gor. 

In confirmation of this I was told 
the following interesting anecdote. 
In the month of February last a boat 
which did not draw so much water 
as the packet-boats, was able to put 
to sea at half tide, when none of 
the regular boats could sail ; at tbat 
time there were 8 mails due, and 
they were put on board this boat 
withacaptain of one of the packets, 
lor the purpose of taking charge of 
the mails; when out at sea, it ap- 
peared to be the opinion of the cap- 
tain of the packet, that it was im- 
possible to make any part of the 
coast of Ireland, and tbat it was 
better to put about and stand in to 
Portpatrick again; the master of 
the boat however was of another 
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opinion, and ordered the captain 
below ; as he was resolved to have the 
command of his own boat. He was 
perfectly justified by the- event, for 
he made Bangor bay on the first 
tack, and landed the mail which was 
forwarded to this town. Now the 
packet-boats could not stir in con- 
sequence of their drawing too much 
water, and the wind becoming more 
unfavourable they lay in Portpatrick 
for twelve days longer. From this 
circumstance it appears to me that 
Bangor ought to be the place for 
the packets to sail to and from, as 
being easier of access, than Donagh- 
adee, and also, if the boats were 
constructed so as not to draw more 
than six feet water, they could get 
out and in at all times of tide, which 
is not the case at Donaghadee. 
This matter is, in my mind, of very 
great importance, and is well wor- 
thy the notice of the public, and 
greatly merits public discussion. I 
have beard there hav* beeu some 
publications on the subject, but I 
believe they have been written ra- 
ther in a partial manner by persons 
whose private interests were invol- 
ved. My intention in this short 
essay is to call the public attention 
to the case, and that such disinte- 
rested persons as may have judg- 
ment in such matters, may come 
forward and give the public some 
satisfaction on it, which, if complied 
with, my end is answered.* 
I am, yours sincerely* 

Belfast 20th May, 1313. 

To tie Pnfrktors ef the Belfast Magazine. 

A NUMBER of your Magazine 
•^ for the month of January last 



falling into my hands, I saw an an- 
ecdote of Irish aristocratical out- 
rage, extracted from Wakefield's 
Account of Ireland, in which the 
author boasts of being ah Eng- 
lishman. Your correspondent K. 
also boasts of the Northern great- 
ness of mind ; but perhaps the one 
may be as empty as the other, as I 
saw an account in the newspapers, 
not many years ago, of two bucks 
who came to the door of a poor pea- 
sant near Belfast, and wantonly fired 
pistols into the house ; and I heard 
of no retribution having been made 
to the poor man. One of the bucks, 
I understand, is since advanced to 
a. very respectable station. I think 
" puppyism" was in its highest me- 
ridian in those days. But had the 
peasant acted in a similar manner to 
the bucks, . I doubt not in the least, 
but your '* Northern manly inde- 
pendence" would have been exerted 
against the transgressor, and the 
daring miscreant lodged in Carrick- 
fergus jail for his atrocity, stood his 
trial, and perhaps have been merci- 
fully transported. But it was much 
like Hob and the Squire; the case 
was altered. 

A Caklow Peasant, 



* The reader is referred to the docu- 
ments of the present number for a certifi- 
cate \a favour of the ports of Bangor and 
Portneisockv B M.M. 



3» the Proprietors of the Belfast Magazine* 

Gentlemen, 
A MONG the many valuable im- 
"^ provements, and laudable insti- 
tutions in the town of Belfast, allow 
me to bring before your notice, and 
that of the public, through your 
means, the Historical Society lately 
formed in this town : an institution, 
from which the oest consequences 
may eventually arise. Though not 
a member of that respectable body, 
I have had a few opportunities of 
observing the manner in which the 
society is conducted, and from re- 



